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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


RESTRICTED REPORTS ON ENEMY ACTIVITIES 


HE Library is cooperating with the Publication Board, Depart- 

ment of Commerce, in distributing copies of declassified 
reports compiled by allied intelligence teams in Germany and else- 
where. Of particular interest at the present time is the growing 
number of highly technical reports made by experts on all phases 
of German scientific endeavor. The I. G. Farben industry and other 
German industries, according to American experts, had developed 
production techniques in certain fields more advanced than those 
used in the United States. Knowledge of such techniques may rep- 
resent the principal German reparations to be obtained by this 
country. 


All medical reports are being forwarded automatically to the 
Army Medical Library. Sample subjects are Medical, Dental, and 
Veterinary Education and Practice in Germany, as Reflected by the 
Universities of Leipzig, Jena, Halle, and Erlangen; The Medical 
School Curriculum in Wartime Germany; The Aviation Medicine 
Organization of the Luftwaffe; Leg Prostheses and Rehabilitation 
of Amputees. 


CAUSES OF SUDDEN DEATH 
Dr. Alan R. Moritz, Professor of Legal Medicine, Harvard Uni- 
versity School of Medicine, an Honorary Consultant to the Army 
Medical Library, and Captain Norman Zamcheck of the Medico- 
Legal Pathology Division of the Army Institute of Pathology are 
making a study of sudden death within the military age group. A 
selected list of 92 recent books and periodical references, a portion of 
the bibliography for this project, has been compiled by the Refer- 
ence Division and comprises material in all languages published 

mainly since 1940. 
The study deals with sudden deaths due to natural causes, the 
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majority due to coronary artery disease, intracranial hemorrhage, 
meningococcus infection, miscellaneous classes and causes undeter- 
mined. To date, approximately 500 cases are involved. 

It is expected that this project will be finished within a few 
months, the results to be published both separately and as a section 
in the history of the Army Medical Department of World War II. 


LIBRARY HALL 


Many readers are surprised and pleased to find that Library Hall 
is open on Saturdays and Sundays. The Army Medical Library 
seems to be the only large Washington Library that maintains the 
same hours for readers’ use on Sundays as on weekdays. 

Only two of the local university medical libraries are open for 
part of the afternoon on Sunday, and all but one are closed Saturday 
afternoons. The Library of Congress is open from 2 p. m. to 10 
p. m. on Sundays. Many libraries allied with the medical field are 
closed on both days. 

This accounts in some measure for the large attendance of 
readers in Library Hall over week ends. Registration records indicate 
a week end attendance in 1946 double that of the same period a 
year ago. This includes medical officers, physicians, medical and 
other students, scientists, research workers, nurses, and laymen. On 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons, Library Hall, already overtaxed in 
its seating capacity, literally overflows with readers. 


APPRECIATION 


The War Department has acknowledged the wartime contribu- 
tion of three of the Library’s Honorary Consultants, ia the form of 
certificates of appreciation, signed by Secretary of War, Robert 
Patterson, The Commanding General of the Army Service Forces, 
Lt. General Brehon Somervell, and The Surgeon General of the 
Army, Major General Norman T. Kirk. Those who received the 
certificates were: Dr. John F. Fulton of the Yale Medical School 
and President of the Association of Honorary Consultants to the 
Army Medical Library; Dr. Atherton Seidell, founder of the Li- 
brary’s microfilm service and former editor of the Current List of 
Medical Literature, and Mr. Keyes D. Metcalf of Harvard College 
Library, who served as Director of the Library’s Survey Committee. 
All gave generously of their time in the interest of the Library dur- 
ing a period of national crisis. 
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SHELFLIST DUPLICATION 


A shelflist duplication project has been started. This includes 
photoduplication of the monograph shelflist in Washington and 
Cleveland as well as that of the serials checklist. Cards will be filed 
alphabetically, as a separate section, in each tray of the old Army 
Medical Library catalog, thus supplying an author record, with 
current shelf location, of all accessible material in the collection. 





RECOGNITION 


Six members of the staff of the Army Medical Library have 
been cited by the War Department in recognition of their ability and 
faithful service to the Medical Department and to the Nation during 
wartime. The awards were presented on 15 March by Colonel Leon 
L. Gardner, The Director of the Library, to Cosby Brinkley, Photo- 
duplication Section; Marion Hinden, Serial Section; Regina Plavsky, 
Translating Section; Sam W. Roberts, Administrative Assistant; 
Nellian R. Scheirer, Secretary to The Director, and Emerson Turner 
of the Photoduplication Service. 

Two members of the staff of the Medical History Division 
located in Cleveland, Ohio, Jean C. Eschmann of the Binding Studio, 
and Max H. Fisch, Chief of the Division, also received the award. 


NEW REFERENCE ASSISTANT 


Miss Mary E. Grinnell, who transferred to the Army Medical 
Library last month from the Department of Agriculture, specialized 
there in Entomology and Botany. She collaborated in the compila- 
tion of an annotated bibliography of almost 1000 entries, published 
under the title, “Bibliography on Lice and Man, with special refer- 
ence to wartime conditions.” Miss Grinnell is the new assistant in 
the Reference Division and is filling a much needed position there. 


HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


Brigadier General Edgar Erskine Hume recently visited the 
Library while returning from overseas to his home in Frankfort, 
Kentucky, on leave. General Hume has been associated with the 
Library in years past as Assistant to Librarians General Noble and 
Colonel Phalen, and as The Librarian (1932-1936). He has been 
serving on the staff of General Mark Clark’s forces in Austria. 

American forces working under General Hume are credited 
with the discovery of two important Roman archaeological libraries 
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hidden in Austrian salt mines. Taken away by the Germans during 
the war, these libraries have been returned to Rome. 


+ + 


Among 1946 book titles of interest is Colonel James M. Phalen’s 
*T Follow Mr. Thackeray.” Colonel Phalen is well known as Secre- 
tary-Editor of The Military Surgeon and is a former Librarian 
of the Army Medical Library (1924-1927). The author’s experi- 
ences and impressions in Ireland during the summer of 1939 are 
delightfully presented, and are a welcome addition to the limited 


amount of current travel literature. 
of % + 


Colonel Harold W. Jones is now associated with the Blakiston 
Company, publishers of medical and scientific books, as consulting 
medical editor. The Blakiston Company is a subsidiary of Double- 
day Doran and Company of Garden City, Long Island. 


PRIMITIVE PHYSIC 


The following are excerpts taken from a little volume on 
domestic medicine entitled Primitive Physic, or An Easy and Nat- 
ural Method of Curing Most Diseases (text title, “A Collection of 
Receipts”). It was written by the Rev. John Wesley, founder of 
Methodism, and although considered by him the best of his many 
books, it is now almost forgotten. The first edition appeared in 
1747, while the thirty-second and last edition was published in 1828. 
(The Army Medical Library has ten editions, beginning with the 
first. ) 


A STITCH IN THE SIDE 
Apply Treacle spread on a hot Toast. 


THE VERTIGO OR SWIMMING IN THE HEAD 


Use the cold Bath for a month: 

Or, drop juice of Pimpernell into the Ear Morning and Evening: 

Or, in a May Morning, about Sunrise, snuff up daily the dew that is on Mallow 
Leaves; 

Or, apply to the Top of the Head, shaven, a Plaister of Flour of Brimstone, and 
white of Eggs. 
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RAGING MADNESS 


Apply to the Head Cloths dipt in cold water: 

Or, set the Patient with his Head under a great Waterfall, as long as his Strength 
will bear: 

Or, pour Water on his Head out of a Tea-kettle: 

Or, let him eat nothing but Apples for a month. 


At the end of the “Postscript” Wesley has this to say: ‘In uncommon or com- 
plicated Diseases, or where Life is more immediately in Danger, I again advise 
every Man, without delay, to apply to a Physician that fears God.” 











